Report of Offense 

REQUEST FOR IMPOSITION OR DELARATION OF PENALTIES
ORDINARY TO WHOM INFORMATION IS INTRODUCED:
[CHOOSE Archbishop or Bishop] _________________________ [name Bishop] [CHOOSE Archdiocese or Diocese] _________________________[name diocese]. Petitioner and Respondent have a domicile or quasi-domicile in this Diocese.  [OPTIONAL, name the Respondent’s diocese if different] 
INJURED PERSONS:

 [REQUIRED Your full name and mailing address. You are Petitioner]. Injured persons also include parties’ children: [Name, date of birth, age years old; Name, date of birth, years old; ...] Case concerns public good as it involves separation of spouses (canon 1696).
DOMICILE OR QUASI-DOMICILE OF ACCUSED:

[REQUIRED Full name and mailing address of marital abandoner]

ACCUSATION:

I allege that  ______________________ [full name of abandoner] (hereafter, the Accused) is a malicious marital abandoner who withdrew from marital life for no legitimate reason.  This is an external violation of Divine law.  Accused asserts that forcing civil divorce on our family is not contrary to the moral doctrines of the Catholic faith; he is obstinately rejecting the Catechism teaching that divorce is immoral and a grave offense against nature.  Our children and I are gravely wounded by his destruction of our family.  The public good is threatened by Accused’s actions and which Guadium Et Spes (§42) defined as the “plague of divorce.”

JURIDIC REASONS FOR PENALTY
I, the injured party, on behalf of myself, our children and the public good, bring information about an offense to the Ordinary as allowable in canon 1717. I ask that the Accused be given a singular precept, in accord with in canon 49-57. I ask that the Ordinary or his Tribunal impose on the Accused the obligation to restore our common conjugal life. As an abandoned wife, I believe I have recourse to request such decree per canon 57 because I am lawfully concerned. 

If the Accused does not purge himself of contempt, I pray that a censure, in accord with canon 1347 be imposed on him.  

If the Accused does not repent of his offense and make, or at least seriously promise to make, reparation for damage and scandal, I pray that he be punished. Punishments would be appropriate in accord with various canon laws:

Canon 1364 §1: Accused, as heretic, incurs latae sententiae excommunication.

Canon 1371, 1o: Accused rejects moral teaching mentioned in Canon 752. 

Canon 1371, 2o: Accused does not obey command of his Ordinary.

Canon 1393: Accused violating obligations imposed by Precept.

Canon 1396: Accused gravely wounds his wife and children persistently.

Canon 1399: Accused is externally violating Divine and canon law.

Abandoning marital life is against natural, Divine and moral law. Accused is obligated in accord with canon law 1151 to maintain common conjugal life because no lawful reason excuses him.  

He is promulgating to our children moral teaching contrary to the moral doctrine of the Catholic Church by teaching them that there is nothing wrong with his marital abandonment. The Accused does not believe “those things that are to be believed” and he “refuses those propositions which are to be held definitively.” Therefore according to canon 750 §1 and §2, he is opposed to the doctrine of the Catholic Church. The Accused is obstinately denying the truth taught by the Catholic Faith about his moral obligations regarding our common conjugal life.  Canon 751 defines heresy as obstinate denial of truth which must be believed by divine and catholic faith.  The Accused is not giving religious submission of intellect and will to the doctrine that the Supreme Pontiff, exercising his authentic magisterium, declares upon the matter of morals regarding marital obligations. This submission of intellect and will is required according to canon 752. 

Accused is reneging on his most grave obligation to ensure our children’s physical, social, cultural, moral and religious upbringing per canon 1136. He is materially (physically) devastating us all by forcing us to maintain two separate households and he is scandalizing our children and harming their moral and religious upbringing. By his scandalous, manifest, marital abandonment, he is reneging on his obligation and responsibility, as specified in canon 226 §2, to ensure the Christian education of our children in accord with the teaching of the Church.

The Accused is reneging on his obligation to share in the conjugal act, as described in canons 1055 §1 and 1061 §1. This obligation is well established in canonical jurisprudence and is traditionally known as the ius ad coniugalem actum.  This right is expressed in canon 1061 §1 as the coniugalem actum per se aptum ad prolis generationem.  

The Accused is reneging on his obligation regarding vitae consortium. In accordance with canons 1055 §1 and 1135, I have with the Accused a “partnership of the whole of life” and enjoy the certain “right to those things which belong to the partnership of conjugal life.” Moreover, according to canons 1056, 1134, and 1141 this bond is perpetual and no human power can dissolve it.  Our bond enjoys the favor of law and is presumed valid until proven otherwise (Canon 1060). 

It is against the Divine, moral and natural law to separate from one’s spouse for no legitimate reason.  The Catechism teaches that divorce is immoral and a grave offense against nature (CCC 2384 – 2385). 
CCC 2386 It can happen that one of the spouses is the innocent victim of a divorce decreed by civil law; this spouse therefore has not contravened the moral law. There is a considerable difference between a spouse who has sincerely tried to be faithful to the sacrament of marriage and is unjustly abandoned, and one who through his own grave fault destroys a canonically valid marriage [Cf FC 84]
I am the innocent victim.  For all the aforementioned reasons, I, the harmed party, bring information about the offense of the Accused and pray that you issue a singular Precept and impose Penalties    

GENERALLY, FACTS AND PROOFS THAT WILL

PROVE THE ALLEGATIONS
The Accused matrimonial obligations came into existence on __________ __, ____ [wedding date] when he lawfully contracted marriage at _________________ [name of church], ________ [city], ___ [state]. Certified copy of Church marriage certificate is enclosed. On __________ __, ____, [abandonment date] the Accused maliciously abandoned our conjugal life. I hope the Accused shall restore common conjugal life. With the graces available from our Sacrament, I believe we can foster the nobility of our marriage and the family as described in Gaudium et Spes (§47 - §52).  

 [OPTIONAL, CHOOSE A, B] [A Option, for divorced] A civil divorce was obtained by Accused on __________ __, ____ [civil decree date]. [B Option, for defendant in divorce or separation] The Accused filed a complaint for civil divorce [or separation] to  _____________ [name of county or jurisdiction] Court on __________ __, ____ [date].
During the juridic examination, I will describe how no licit reason exists freeing the Accused from his obligation to preserve common conjugal life. Furthermore, I can give examples of how my rights and our children’s rights regarding upbringing and education are violated. 

My [CHOOSE brother, sister, friend, father or mother] _________________ [full name of witness], can testify that I am a good mother and she believes I was a reliable faithful wife. She can also testify as to whether I ever told her about any complaints that the Accused made to me that were morally licit reasons to separate.

My friend _________________ [full name of witness], who has known the parties since approximately ____ [year], will offer testimony about his conversation with the Accused when the Accused was describing his reasons for separation.  Witness can confirm that the Accused did not complain about any faults of mine that would free the Accused from his obligation to preserve conjugal life.

Our oldest [CHOOSE son or daughter ] _________________ [full name of witness] can testify that I am a good mother and that he never witnessed me manifesting any behaviors that would free the Accused from his obligation to preserve common conjugal life. _________________ [first name of witness] could also describe how I treated and cared for him as a true mother prior to the Accused abandoning the common conjugal life. _________________ [first name of witness] can describe the void in his daily life and [OPTIONAL if relevant his/her siblings’ ] daily life when I have been separated from them. 

I shall provide the tribunal with mailing addresses for witnesses and any documentary proofs as needed. 

Signature

________________________________________
Date _________________________

[Your Full Name]



Harmed Party
[Your Mailing Address]

Phone: [Your Phone Number]
____________________________________

Printed Name of Notary










Notary Seal

____________________________________

Signature of Notary
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